Vocal cord abnormalities in Williams syndrome: a further manifestation of elastin deficiency.
Williams syndrome (WS) is due to a deletion in the WS critical region at 7q11.23 which includes the elastin gene (ELN). One of the most characteristic features of this disorder is a harsh, brassy, or hoarse voice but the etiology of the vocal characteristics are unknown. We report two patients with WS who had bilateral vocal cord abnormalities, bringing to four the number of children with WS in whom such defects have been documented. We suggest that vocal cord abnormalities may be a far more common feature of WS than has been previously suspected, and that mild vocal cord dysfunction caused by abnormal vocal cord elastin may be the cause of the hoarse voice in this condition.